
 

HARRY POTTER AND  
THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE 
(Cert 12) 
Directed by: David Yates 
Year of Release: 2009 
Running time: 147 mins  
 

SUMMARY  

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince is the sixth 
installment in the popular series, based on the books 
by JK Rowling:  

With the evil Lord Voldemort’s (Ralph Fiennes) power 
ever growing, Professor Dumbledore (Sir Michael 
Gambon) realises that the key to defeating him lies in 
unlocking the memories of the new Hogwarts’ potions 
master, Horace Slughorn (Jim Broadbent). Harry 
(Daniel Radcliffe) is given the task of getting Slughorn 
to divulge his closest guarded secret.  

Harry quickly gets into Slughorn’s good books by 
copying potion recipes from a book belonging to the 
mysterious ‘Half-Blood Prince’; but some things in the 
book soon prove to be rather sinister. At the same 
time, Voldemort has chosen Draco Malfoy (Tom 
Felton) for a dark mission and Severus Snape (Alan 
Rickman) has sworn an unbreakable vow to aid him. 

Meanwhile, romantic feelings are never far beneath 
the surface as Harry attracts a number of admirers 
while his own feelings for Ginny Weasley (Bonnie 
Wright) seem to be blossoming. With Hermione 
(Emma Watson) and Ron’s (Rupert Grint) love/hate 
relationship oscillating rapidly from one extreme to the 
other, hormones are definitely flying! 

While the setting of Harry Potter’s world is fantastical, 
Harry is, in essence, an ordinary teenager trying to 

make sense of the world. This film sees him dealing 
with many of the issues every young person faces; such 
as romantic feelings, loyalty, and relationships with 
authority. 

PART 1: WHAT YOU FELT ABOUT THE FILM 

Sometimes young people find it hard to contribute to 
a group discussion. They may feel shy or that their 
contribution might appear silly. The first part of the 
session is therefore a chance for young people to think 
about the film and begin to develop a reaction to 
what they have seen in a way that everyone will have 
something to contribute. This is a simple, quick 
exercise to get everyone thinking about their reaction 
to the film.  

The Hogwarts School is a school like no other. Who 
wouldn’t rather learn how to fly on a broomstick than 
sit through Algebra Lessons?  

• Ask the young people to imagine they were at 
Hogwarts. What would their favourite subject be 
(defence against the dark arts, potions, herbology, 
etc)? What would be the best thing about being a 
pupil at Hogwarts? What would the worst thing 
be? 

• If you want, you could write down the answers on a 
flipchart and get the young people to vote to 
discover the group consensus on the best and worst 
three things about Hogwarts. 

Before moving on, it may be worth reminding the 
young people that Hogwarts is a fantasy place. Of 
course, this is obvious but what may not be so obvious 
is that, unlike the world of Harry Potter, witchcraft and 
wizardry in the real world is always an evil thing 
however innocent it may appear. The Bible is very clear 
that it is wrong and warns strongly against messing 
with it (Lev. 19.26b; Acts 19.11-20; Rev, 21.8). 
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Depending on your group, this may be an issue worth 
dealing with at more depth on another occasion.) 

PART 2: KEY THEMES IN THE FILM 

Like all the Harry Potter films, The Half-Blood Prince is 
a fun fantasy flick, looking at the ongoing struggle 
between good and evil, as well as the issues which 
every teenager person faces. As Harry grows up and 
becomes more independent, questions of authority 
and obedience rise to the fore.   

1. Who are you listening to? 

CLIP TO WATCH: Scene 10. Runs from 
45 minutes, 32 seconds to 47 minutes, 
15 seconds. 

Harry has discovered a potions book belonging to the 
mysterious ‘Half-Blood Prince’. Following the 
handwritten advice in the book makes Harry top of the 
class but he has no idea who the ‘Half-Blood Prince’ is. 
He ignores the advice of Hermione and others that the 
Half-Blood Prince might be a dark wizard. Only when 
he nearly kills Malfoy with a spell from the book does 
he get rid of it. 

Split the young people into small groups. In their 
groups ask them to decide where they think the best 
place is to go for advice on the following topics: 

□ Buying a new car. 

□ Cooking a three-course meal. 

□ Dating advice. 

□ Finding the best music to listen to. 

□ Directions to a train station. 

□ The best clothes to wear for an evening out. 

□ Who’s going to win the Premiership this year. 

Ask the group to feed back their answers and explain 
why they’ve chosen the answers they have. How can 
they trust the people/places they mention? 

Who would they be least likely to ask for advice on the 
issues (e.g. would they ask their Gran for advice on 
music)? Why? 

Do all their authorities on these different issues have 
anything in common? 

Where do they go for advice on how to live their lives 
(What do with their lives, meaning of life, moral 
choices, etc)? 

Key question: Where’s the best place to go for advice 
on life? 

You could look at the following scriptures if you want 
to encourage the young people to see what the Bible 
says about this … 

• Matthew 7.24–29 

• 2 Timothy 3.16–17 

• Proverbs 1:7 

• Psalm 1.1-3  

• Proverbs 8.1–36 

 

2. The danger of making promises 

CLIP TO WATCH: Scene 4. Runs from 14 
minutes, 19 seconds to 17 minutes, 56 
seconds. 

In the film we see Snape make an unbreakable vow; a 
promise which will kill him if he breaks it. 

Play ‘The Promise’ by Girls Aloud (Downloadable from 
http://itunes.apple.com/gb/album/the-promise-
single/id292983768) 
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Ask the young people if they have ever made a 
promise. What sorts of promises have they made? 

Have they ever broken a promise? What were the 
consequences? Is it ever OK to break a promise? 

Show the young people a copy of the marriage vows: 

I, (Groom’s name), take you, (Bride’s name), to 
be my wife/husband. 

To have and to hold from this day forward; for 
better, for worse, 

for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, 

to love and to cherish, till death us do part, 
according to God's holy law. 

In the presence of God I make this vow. 

Church Wedding Vows (from the ‘The 2001 
Marriage Service’) 

 

• Is there any difference between breaking these 
marriage promises and breaking a promise to meet 
a friend at the cinema at a certain time? Why? 

• Are there times when we shouldn’t make promises?  

Key question: When should we make promises? 

You could look at the following scriptures if you want 
to encourage the young people to see what the Bible 
says about this … 

• Numbers 23.19 

• Numbers 30.2 

• Matthew 5.33–37 

• Judges 11.29–40 

• Psalm 145.13b  

 

3. The price of murderous thoughts 
and intentions 

CLIP TO WATCH: Scene 24. Runs from 1 
hour 47 minutes, 51 seconds to 1 hour 
50 minutes, 12 seconds.  

Harry discovers that the key to Lord Voldemort’s 
immortality is that he has split his soul and hidden the 
pieces within certain objects; the only way it is 
possible to split the soul is by murder. 

You will need a dartboard ready and set up. Give each 
young person a ‘test’ throw. Next, pin a poster of a 
well-known celebrity on the board and award points 
for different points of their anatomy (Ideally pick 
pop/sports stars that you know some of the young 
people hold dear-but be careful not to pick the heroes 
of anyone in the group who might be particularly 
fragile in temperament!). You can usually pick up 
cheap posters easily at pound shops.  

Next stick a big print out of yourself on the dartboard 
and repeat the exercise. Once you’re thoroughly 
peppered, draw the game to a close and declare a 
winner. 

Ask the young people whether they found it easy to 
throw darts at the pictures. (Be braced for their 
answers!) If not, why not? Explain that while this was 
a bit of a laugh, how do the young people think you 
(or the celebrity you picked) would feel if they came 
round your house and threw darts at photos of you 
hanging on the walls? Why would that be more hurtful 
than them throwing darts at, for instance, the framed 
photo of the Golden Gate Bridge (or whatever it may 
be) that you have on your living room wall?  

Explain that, while a photo isn’t you, it is an image of 
you. Most people would take someone damaging an 
image of them as an attack on them personally. They 
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may be too young to remember but one of the most 
memorable images of the invasion of Iraq was of 
Iraqis tearing down a statue of Saddam Hussein. In 
effect it was the Iraqi people saying they wanted him 
dead. 

While none of us is perfect, we are each made in the 
image of God. We are each a tiny picture, however 
distorted, of God. When we murder someone, what 
we’re really saying is that we want God dead.   

Key question: Murder is obviously bad for the victim; 
but why is it bad for the murderer? 

You could look at the following scriptures if you want 
to encourage the young people to see what the Bible 
says about this… 

• Genesis 9.6 

• Genesis 4.1–16 

• Proverbs 28.17 

• Matthew 5.21–24 

• Psalm 51.14 

 

4. Real love 

CLIP TO WATCH: Scene 19. Runs from 1 
hour 22 minutes, 57 seconds to 1 hour 
24 minutes, 40 seconds. 

Ron becomes infatuated with Remilda Vain after he 
eats a box of chocolates laced with a love potion. 
Earlier in the film Professor Slughorn comments that, 
while a love potion can make someone infatuated, it 
cannot produce real love. 

Announce that, while you’re sure none of the young 
people has ever been infatuated (‘fancied’) with 
anyone, perhaps they can describe infatuation from 

what they might have seen in a ‘friend’. How does 
someone who’s infatuated behave? 

It’s likely that some of the young people will feel 
embarrassed by this topic; be sensitive to whatever 
‘romances’ may be budding in your group. The more 
confident you are, the less bashful the young people 
will be. Be ready to give them some starters: ‘What 
does someone’s heart rate do when they’re near the 
person they fancy? How much time do they spend 
thinking about them? What might they do to show 
how they feel?’  

Once you’ve elicited a few answers, ask if infatuation 
is the same thing as love? What’s the difference? 
Reveal the following list (you might want to write 
them down on some cards and show them one by 
one). Ask the young people to decide whether each 
item is an example of infatuation, love, both or 
neither: 

□ Feeling tongue-tied around the person. 

□ Hand washing their dirty socks. 

□ Writing them ‘love’ letters. 

□ Sending them chocolates. 

□ Finding out what interests you have in 
common. 

□ Getting to know their family. 

□ Hugging them. 

□ Going out with them 

□ Marrying them. 

□ Looking after them when they’re ill. 

□ You’re strongly attracted to them physically. 

□ Dying for them. 

□ Disagreeing with them. 
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□ Being happy for them when you see them 
with someone else. 

Explain that infatuation is often what attracts us to 
someone in the first place. Sometimes it can grow to 
love. However, we need to be aware that infatuation 
comes and goes. (Most young people will know about 
really fancying someone that they now don’t feel the 
same way about). It’s important not to confuse 
infatuation for love.  

Many people have been fooled into thinking that they 
really love someone. Then, once they’re with them, 
they realise they have little in common with them. It’s 
important to tell the difference so we don’t make 
decisions we regret later. 

Key question: How can you tell the difference between 
love and infatuation? 

You could look at the following scriptures if you want 
to encourage the young people to see what the Bible 
says about this … 

• 1 John 4.10 

• Romans 5.7–8 

• Song of Songs 8.6–7 

• Song of Songs 8.4 

• 2 Samuel 13.1–15 

 

5. Obedience is rooted in trust 

CLIP TO WATCH: Scene 25. Runs from 1 
hour 52 minutes, 5 seconds to 1 hour 
54 minutes, 10 seconds. 

Before taking Harry on a dangerous mission to recover 
a horcrux, Dumbledore asks Harry to give him his word 
that Harry will obey him, no matter what. 

Set up two identical obstacle courses. Ask for two 
volunteers to be blindfolded and for two guides to 
lead those blindfolded through. The guides cannot 
intervene physically – they must lead purely by vocal 
command. Explain to the guides that they must be 
trustworthy; they cannot allow their blind people to 
crash into anything (they’ll be swapping over in a few 
moments so that’s an added incentive!) If there is a 
crash, the other team automatically wins. Those 
blindfolded must obey their guides completely if 
they’re to get through safely and beat the other 
person. 

• Set them off on their blind race. When it’s over, 
swap over guides and guided. 

• Ask the young people if they found it easy to obey 
their guides. Why or why not? What might make it 
difficult to obey someone?  

• In what situations might it be right to disobey? In 
what situations is it important to obey without 
asking questions, even if it goes against your 
instincts?   

Key question: Why is obedience such an important 
thing? 

You could look at the following scriptures if you want 
to encourage the young people to see what the Bible 
says about this … 

• Philippians 2.5–8 

• Ephesians 6.1 

• Romans 13.1–5 

• Acts 5.27–32 

• Colossians 3.22 
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• How do you think Mordecai/Dumbledore felt, 
asking such a big thing of Esther/Harry? 

PART 3: COMPARING THE STORY  

The third part of the session is a chance to compare 
the story of the film with a story in the Bible. What are 
the similarities and differences, and what does this tell 
us about God’s Kingdom? 

• What were the consequences for each if they 
failed? 

• How much power did a queen have over the king? 
How much power does a pupil hold over his 
teacher? 

Young people may not grasp all the theological points 
that could be made, but it’s important for them to 
begin to get used to the idea of critiquing what they 
see and holding it against the values and beliefs of 
the Christian faith. 

• Who do you think had the easier task? 

• How was Harry able to complete his mission? What 
did Esther have going for her instead? 

Some of this reflection may come from an open 
discussion and as seen above, there are many themes 
and directions that this could take.  

• How would you feel living with the fact that you 
were ‘the chosen one’ who people were looking to 
for their salvation? 

The story of Harry Potter is not entirely dissimilar to 
that of Queen Esther in the Old Testament. Both lose 
their parents at a young age and are brought up by 
their relatives. Both find themselves in positions of 
huge responsibility, without their particularly seeking 
it. Both find that the fate of thousands of people hang 
upon their actions. 

• The Bible tells us that God chooses us (Eph. 1.4) 
and that he has a ‘mission’ for each of us (Eph. 
2.10). How does that make you feel? Are you 
willing to carry out the tasks which God has for 
you? What does God give us to help us? 

 

Summarise Esther’s story in the Book of Esther and 
compare the situation she found herself in (having to 
plead with the king for the life of her people) with the 
situation Harry finds himself facing in this film 
(knowing he must get hold of Slughorn’s memory to 
have any hope of defeating Voldemort). How are they 
similar and how are they different? For example, 
consider questions like … 

 

Reel Issues scene is collaboration of Bible Society and 
Urban Saints. 

© Bible Society/Urban Saints 2010. Permission is 
given to make up to ten copies for use within a single 
Reel Issues discussion group. 

• How do you think Esther felt when Mordecai told 
her that it was her task to plead with the king for 
the fate of the Jews? 

• Do you think it would be a similar feeling to Harry 
when Dumbledore tells him he’s counting on him 
to get Slughorn’s memory? 
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